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Abstract

Globalization has transformed economic, social, technological, and institutional relations,
creating opportunities and challenges for poverty alleviation in developing societies. This paper
examines the impact of globalization on poverty alleviation in Taraba State, Nigeria, focusing on
employment, agriculture, entrepreneurship, technology transfer, human capital, market access,
and income opportunities. The study adopts a qualitative research design based on secondary data
from scholarly publications, government reports, policy documents, and international
development organizations. Data are analyzed using qualitative content analysis. The paper finds
that globalization has enhanced access to information, markets, technology, investment, skills
development, and development programmes. However, its poverty-reducing benefits are
constrained by inadequate infrastructure, limited finance, unemployment, low technological
capacity, rural isolation, weak institutions, and unequal access to economic opportunities. The
paper concludes that globalization can support poverty alleviation when complemented by
effective policies, infrastructure, agricultural modernization, digital inclusion, entrepreneurship
development, and human capital investment.

Keywords: Globalization, Poverty Alleviation; Employment; Agriculture; Technology; Taraba
State.

1.1 Introduction

Globalization has become one of the most significant forces shaping contemporary economic,
social, political, and technological development. It refers to the increasing interconnectedness and
interdependence of countries, institutions, markets, communities, and individuals through the
movement of goods, services, capital, technology, information, knowledge, and people across
national boundaries. Advances in information and communication technologies, transportation,
international trade, foreign investment, digital platforms, and transnational institutions have
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accelerated this process and reduced geographical barriers to economic interaction. The World
Bank (2020) observes that global value chains have transformed international trade and enabled
many developing economies to participate in wider systems of production, while technological
change continues to reshape opportunities for growth and employment.

The relationship between globalization and development is complex. On one hand, globalization
can create opportunities for economic growth by expanding access to international markets,
attracting investment, facilitating technology transfer, improving access to information, and
encouraging innovation. Developing regions can potentially benefit through increased production,
employment creation, entrepreneurship, skills development, and participation in wider markets
(World Bank, 2020; Brenton et al., 2022). However, globalization does not automatically produce
equitable development. Its benefits may be distributed unevenly because countries and regions
differ considerably in infrastructure, human capital, technological capacity, institutional quality,
financial resources, and productive capability. The World Bank (2024) emphasizes that poverty
reduction increasingly depends on inclusive growth, productive employment, education,
infrastructure, and access to opportunities.

In Africa, globalization has generated significant opportunities while simultaneously exposing
structural weaknesses within national and regional economies. Many African countries have
become increasingly integrated into global trade, investment, financial, technological, and
information networks. Such integration has facilitated access to technology, regional markets,
international knowledge, and new forms of entrepreneurship (UNCTAD, 2023). Nevertheless, the
benefits remain uneven because many economies continue to depend heavily on primary
commodities and face challenges such as weak infrastructure, high trade costs, limited access to
finance, and inadequate technological capacity (UNCTAD, 2024). Rural populations, smallholder
farmers, young people, and other vulnerable groups may therefore experience fewer benefits than
individuals and enterprises with greater access to capital, education, technology, and international
markets.

Nigeria's large population, abundant natural resources, extensive agricultural potential, expanding
telecommunications sector, and significant domestic market provide considerable opportunities for
benefiting from globalization. Nigeria has become increasingly connected to global economic,
technological, financial, and information networks through trade, investment, digital
communication, remittances, development partnerships, and technology transfer. However,
poverty remains a major development challenge, with substantial differences in poverty and
deprivation across states (World Bank, 2022; NBS, 2022). High unemployment, inflation,
inadequate infrastructure, limited access to credit, insecurity, weak industrial development, and
unequal access to education and technology can constrain the capacity of many Nigerians to benefit
from global economic opportunities.

Taraba State provides an important context for examining the relationship between globalization
and poverty alleviation because of its predominantly agrarian economy, extensive rural population,
natural resources, and significant development challenges. Agriculture remains central to the
livelihoods of many households in the State, while trade, small-scale enterprise, livestock
production, forestry, and service activities also contribute to economic activity. Globalization can
potentially contribute to poverty alleviation in Taraba State by expanding market opportunities for
agricultural products, improving access to modern farming technologies, facilitating knowledge
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transfer, encouraging entrepreneurship, supporting digital financial inclusion, and connecting local
businesses with wider commercial networks (UNCTAD, 2023; Osakwe & Solleder, 2025).

However, the extent to which Taraba State can benefit from these opportunities is constrained by
structural challenges, including inadequate transportation and electricity infrastructure, limited
digital connectivity, restricted access to finance, low levels of industrialization, inadequate
processing facilities, weak market linkages, and limited technological capacity (UNCTAD, 2024).
These challenges are particularly important for rural communities and small-scale producers.
Consequently, the poverty situation in Taraba requires an approach that connects globalization with
local economic realities. Globalization should not be viewed simply as the expansion of
international trade and investment, but also in terms of how global economic and technological
processes can translate into improvements in employment, agricultural productivity, household
income, entrepreneurship, skills development, and access to markets.

Against this background, this paper examines the impact of globalization on poverty alleviation in
Taraba State. It focuses on the opportunities created by global economic integration while also
examining the structural and institutional constraints that limit the distribution of its benefits. The
paper argues that globalization can contribute to poverty reduction in Taraba State, but its
effectiveness depends on complementary investments in infrastructure, human capital, agricultural
modernization, digital inclusion, entrepreneurship, financial access, and effective public
institutions (World Bank, 2024; UNCTAD, 2025).

1.2 Objectives of the Study
The general objective of this paper is to examine the impact of Globalization on poverty alleviation
in Taraba State. Specifically, the paper seeks to:

1. Examine the major dimensions of Globalization influencing poverty alleviation in Taraba
State.

2. Assess the impact of Globalization on employment, income generation, entrepreneurship,
agriculture, technology, and human capital development in Taraba State.

3. Examine the major challenges limiting the poverty-reduction benefits of Globalization in
Taraba State.

4. Propose policy measures for maximizing the poverty-alleviation benefits of Globalization
in Taraba State.

1.3 Significance of the Study

This study is significant because it examines how Globalization can contribute to poverty
alleviation in Taraba State. Globalization has created opportunities through access to technology,
wider markets, investment, information, skills, and employment. However, these opportunities are
not equally accessible to all people, particularly those in rural and economically disadvantaged
communities. The study therefore provides an understanding of how Globalization can be better
utilized to improve the livelihoods of people in Taraba State. The study will be useful to the Taraba
State Government and policymakers by providing insights that can support policies aimed at
promoting employment, agricultural development, entrepreneurship, digital inclusion, human
capital development, and access to markets. It will also help identify the major challenges
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preventing individuals and local businesses from benefiting fully from global economic
opportunities. The study is also important to farmers, entrepreneurs, small businesses, and rural
communities because it highlights opportunities arising from improved technology, market access,
information, finance, and knowledge transfer. In addition, development organizations and other
stakeholders may find the findings useful in designing poverty-reduction and livelihood
programmes that reflect the realities of Taraba State. Finally, the study will contribute to the
academic literature on Globalization and poverty alleviation by providing a specific focus on
Taraba State. It may serve as a useful reference for researchers, students, policymakers, and other
scholars interested in Globalization, poverty reduction, development, and public policy in Nigeria.

2.1 Literature Review and Theoretical Framework
2.2 Concept of Globalization

Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of economies and
societies through the movement of goods, services, capital, technology, information, knowledge,
and people across national boundaries. It has been strengthened by advances in transportation,
telecommunications, digital technologies, international trade, and financial integration. The World
Bank (2020) explains that participation in global value chains has enabled developing economies
to connect with international production networks and create opportunities for growth,
employment, and poverty reduction. Globalization is therefore not limited to international trade; it
also involves the spread of ideas, technology, skills, institutions, and economic practices across
societies.

The concept also has important implications for developing regions such as Taraba State.
Globalization can provide access to wider markets, modern technologies, investment, information,
and knowledge that may improve local productive activities. However, these benefits depend on
the ability of local economies to participate effectively in global economic networks. Where
infrastructure, finance, skills, and institutional support are weak, Globalization may produce
limited benefits or widen existing inequalities (UNCTAD, 2024). Thus, Globalization should be
understood as a process that creates opportunities as well as challenges for development.

2.2.1 Concept of Poverty

Poverty is a condition in which individuals or households lack adequate resources and
opportunities to achieve an acceptable standard of living. Contemporary approaches increasingly
recognise poverty as multidimensional rather than simply a shortage of income. It may involve
deprivation in education, health, living standards, employment, access to basic services, housing,
sanitation, electricity, and other essential dimensions of human well-being. The National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS, 2022) adopts a multidimensional approach that captures several forms of
deprivation experienced by Nigerian households.

The multidimensional nature of poverty is particularly relevant to Taraba State because poverty
cannot be adequately understood by considering income alone. A household may earn some
income and still experience serious deprivation because of inadequate healthcare, poor educational
opportunities, lack of electricity, unsafe water, poor housing, or limited access to productive assets.
The NBS (2022) data demonstrate substantial differences in multidimensional poverty across
Nigerian states and within states, reinforcing the need for policies that address the multiple
dimensions of deprivation rather than focusing exclusively on income.
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2.2.2 Poverty Alleviation

Poverty alleviation refers to deliberate measures undertaken by governments, development
organizations, communities, and other stakeholders to reduce poverty and improve the living
conditions and productive capacity of disadvantaged populations. Such measures may include
employment creation, social protection, agricultural development, skills acquisition, education,
healthcare, infrastructure provision, entrepreneurship support, financial inclusion, and access to
productive resources. The World Bank (2024) emphasizes that faster and more inclusive growth,
better jobs, education, infrastructure, and basic services are important pathways for reducing
poverty.

In the context of Taraba State, poverty alleviation requires interventions that respond to the
economic realities of rural households, farmers, young people, and small businesses. Effective
poverty reduction should therefore move beyond short-term assistance towards sustainable
opportunities that enable people to generate income and improve their productive capacity.
Globalization can support this process when its benefits are connected to local development
priorities through appropriate policies and institutions.

2.2.3 Globalization and Economic Development

Globalization can influence economic development by expanding trade, encouraging investment,
facilitating technology transfer, increasing competition, and improving access to international
markets. The World Bank (2020) notes that participation in global value chains can support
economic growth and poverty reduction when countries develop the capabilities needed to
participate effectively. Trade can also increase productivity and provide opportunities for
producers to access larger markets. Recent World Bank evidence indicates that increased exports
are associated with higher employment, labour earnings, and productivity, particularly in
developing economies (World Bank, 2024).

However, the relationship between Globalization and development depends on domestic
productive capacity. Economies that depend heavily on primary commodities may remain
vulnerable to international price fluctuations, while countries with weak infrastructure and limited
technological capabilities may struggle to move into higher-value activities. UNCTAD (2024)
therefore stresses the importance of diversification, infrastructure, regional integration, and
productive capacity in enabling developing economies to obtain greater benefits from global
economic integration.
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Figure 1: Theoretical Framework Linking Globalization to Poverty Alleviation in Taraba
State

Theoretical Framework: Globalization and Poverty Alleviation in Taraba State
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SOURCE: Author's conceptualization based on World Bank (2020), UNCTAD (2023, 2024),
NBS (2022), and Osakwe and Solleder (2025).

Globalization and Employment

Employment is one of the major channels through which Globalization can influence poverty.
International trade and participation in global value chains can expand production and create
employment opportunities, while foreign investment can introduce new businesses, technologies,
and skills. The World Bank (2024) reports that export growth has been associated with increased
employment, labour earnings, and productivity, although the effects vary across countries and
sectors. Better employment opportunities can increase household income and improve people's
ability to access education, healthcare, food, and other necessities.

Nevertheless, Globalization does not guarantee secure or adequately paid employment. Workers
with limited skills may remain concentrated in low-productivity activities, while small enterprises
may face strong competition from larger domestic and international firms. In Taraba State, the
employment benefits of Globalization are therefore likely to depend on investment in education,
vocational skills, infrastructure, entrepreneurship, and sectors such as agriculture and agro-
processing that can absorb local labour.
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2.2.4 Globalization, Agriculture and Rural Development

Agriculture provides an important link between Globalization and poverty alleviation in rural
economies. Access to wider markets can create opportunities for farmers to increase production
and sell agricultural products beyond their immediate communities. Globalization can also
facilitate access to improved seeds, machinery, production techniques, market information,
finance, and agricultural knowledge. These opportunities can improve productivity and household
income when supported by appropriate infrastructure and market institutions.

For Taraba State, this relationship is particularly important because agriculture remains central to
the livelihoods of many households. However, poor transportation networks, limited storage and
processing facilities, inadequate access to finance, and weak market linkages can restrict farmers'
ability to benefit from wider markets. Consequently, Globalization needs to be supported by
agricultural modernization and rural infrastructure if it is to contribute significantly to poverty
reduction in the State (UNCTAD, 2024).

2.2.5 Globalization and Technology

Technological development is one of the most visible dimensions of Globalization. The rapid
expansion of mobile communication, internet services, digital finance, online education, and
digital marketplaces has transformed the way people access information and participate in
economic activities. Technology can reduce information barriers, improve access to markets and
financial services, and create new forms of employment and entrepreneurship. UNCTAD (2023)
observes that digital technologies can strengthen the participation of African enterprises in wider
economic networks, although digital skills, infrastructure, and financing remain significant
constraints.

In Taraba State, technology can support poverty alleviation by connecting farmers and
entrepreneurs with market information, customers, financial services, training, and business
opportunities. However, the benefits of digital Globalization may remain concentrated among
people with reliable electricity, internet access, digital skills, and affordable devices. Expanding
digital infrastructure and digital literacy is therefore essential for ensuring that technological
aspects of Globalization contribute to inclusive development.

2.2.6 Globalization and Poverty Alleviation in Nigeria

Nigeria's integration into global markets has created opportunities through international trade,
foreign investment, technology, telecommunications, remittances, and development partnerships.
These processes have supported the growth of sectors such as telecommunications, financial
technology, digital services, and international commerce. Trade and global value-chain
participation can contribute to employment, productivity, and income when domestic firms have
the capacity to compete and connect with wider markets (World Bank, 2024).

Despite these opportunities, poverty remains widespread in Nigeria. The NBS (2022) reported that
63 percent of Nigerians were multidimensionally poor, demonstrating that economic integration
and aggregate economic activity have not automatically translated into broad-based improvements
in living conditions. This suggests that the poverty-reduction benefits of Globalization depend on
complementary investments in human capital, infrastructure, social protection, productive
employment, and access to finance. The Nigerian experience therefore supports the argument that
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Globalization is an opportunity whose poverty-reduction impact depends on domestic policies and
institutional capacity.

2.2.7 Globalization and Poverty Alleviation in Taraba State

The relationship between Globalization and poverty alleviation in Taraba State can be understood
through the State's agricultural economy, rural population, small businesses, technology adoption,
and access to wider markets. Globalization can create opportunities for farmers and entrepreneurs
through improved market access, information, technology, skills development, and financial
services. However, the State's infrastructure and productive-capacity constraints can limit the
extent to which these opportunities are converted into sustainable income and employment.

The 2022 Nigeria Multidimensional Poverty Index provides evidence of significant poverty across
Taraba's senatorial districts. For example, multidimensional poverty incidence was reported at 90.2
percent in Taraba Central, 95.5 percent in Taraba North, and 90.0 percent in Taraba South (NBS,
2022). These figures underline the importance of examining poverty alleviation within the State
and of identifying economic processes that can strengthen household livelihoods. A recent study
by Hassan, Jalo, and Jamazang (2026), focusing specifically on the N-Power Programme in Taraba
State, found that the programme provided short-term financial relief and skills acquisition but
faced limitations arising from inadequate infrastructure, limited access to capital, and mismatches
between acquired skills and local economic needs.

The evidence suggests that Globalization can provide opportunities for poverty reduction in
Taraba, but such opportunities require supportive local conditions. Improved roads, electricity,
digital connectivity, access to finance, agricultural processing, skills development, and effective
institutions are necessary to enable households and enterprises to participate meaningfully in wider
economic networks. The challenge is therefore to connect global opportunities with local
productive capacity and ensure that vulnerable populations are not excluded from the benefits of
economic integration.
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Figure 2: Multidimensional Poverty Incidence across Taraba State Senatorial Districts
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Source: National Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2022).

2.3 Empirical Literature Review

Empirical studies generally indicate that the relationship between Globalization and poverty is
positive but conditional. The World Bank's recent evidence shows that trade exposure and
participation in global value chains can be associated with higher employment, labour earnings,
and productivity, although the magnitude of these effects varies according to national economic
conditions and sectoral structure (World Bank, 2024). This suggests that Globalization can support
poverty reduction when workers and enterprises are able to participate productively in trade and
investment networks.

In the Nigerian context, the NBS (2022) provides important empirical evidence that poverty is
multidimensional and varies substantially across geographical areas. This is relevant because it
demonstrates that national economic opportunities do not produce identical welfare outcomes
across states and communities. Poverty-reduction policies therefore need to consider differences
in infrastructure, employment, education, health, housing, and access to basic services.

At the Taraba State level, Hassan et al. (2026) examined the N-Power Programme as a
Globalization-related poverty-alleviation intervention. Using a mixed-method approach involving
beneficiaries and key stakeholders, the study found evidence of short-term financial and skills
benefits but also identified inadequate infrastructure, limited capital, and skill-demand mismatches
as constraints on long-term poverty reduction. The study is particularly relevant to the present
research because it demonstrates that poverty interventions linked to broader processes of
Globalization require strong local economic foundations to achieve sustainable outcomes.
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2.4 Research Gap

The reviewed literature shows that considerable attention has been given to the relationship
between Globalization, trade, employment, technology, development, and poverty reduction at
global, African, and Nigerian levels. However, much of the existing literature examines these
relationships at national or broad regional levels, making it difficult to fully understand the specific
circumstances of Taraba State. Even the recent Taraba-focused study by Hassan et al. (2026)
concentrates on the N-Power Programme rather than examining the broader dimensions of
Globalization and their combined implications for poverty alleviation.

This study addresses this gap by providing a broader examination of how Globalization relates to
poverty alleviation in Taraba State, focusing on employment, income generation, entrepreneurship,
agriculture, technology, human capital development, and access to markets. It also considers the
structural constraints that may prevent the poor from benefiting from global economic
opportunities. The study therefore contributes a subnational perspective to the literature and
provides a basis for policy recommendations aimed at making Globalization more inclusive and
relevant to poverty reduction in Taraba State

2.5 Theoretical Framework

This study is anchored on Dependency Theory, which provides a useful framework for
understanding the uneven relationship between Globalization and poverty alleviation in
developing societies. Dependency Theory is associated with scholars such as Andre Gunder Frank,
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Theotonio Dos Santos, and Samir Amin. The theory argues that the
global economic system is structured around relatively powerful core economies and less-
developed peripheral economies, with patterns of trade, investment, finance, and production
capable of reproducing unequal relationships. Recent scholarship continues to apply the theory to
contemporary international economic relations, particularly where developing countries remain
dependent on external capital, markets, technology, and debt (Yende & Ntini, 2022; Mejia, 2024).

The relevance of Dependency Theory to this study lies in its ability to explain why Globalization
may generate opportunities for poverty reduction while simultaneously producing unequal
outcomes. From this perspective, developing economies may participate in global markets mainly
through the export of primary commodities and the import of manufactured goods, technology,
and capital. Such a structure can limit domestic value addition and make local economies
vulnerable to external market conditions. Yende and Ntini (2022) argue that contemporary global
capitalism can reproduce patterns in which resources and value are extracted from peripheral
economies, thereby limiting their capacity for autonomous development. Similarly, Mejia (2024)
found that debt dependence can negatively affect economic growth in less-developed countries,
illustrating how forms of external economic dependence can constrain development outcomes.

The theory is particularly relevant to Nigeria because the country participates in the global
economy through international trade, foreign investment, technology, and financial relationships,
while significant parts of its productive economy remain dependent on primary commodities and
imported goods. Empirical evidence from Nigeria also shows that the benefits of international
trade are conditional on domestic institutional quality. Orisadare and Ayoade (2024) found that
international trade has significant implications for poverty in Nigeria but concluded that weak
institutional quality limits the country's ability to realize the full benefits associated with trade.
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This supports the Dependency Theory argument that participation in the global economy alone
does not guarantee broad-based development.

Dependency Theory also provides a useful lens for understanding Taraba State. The State has
considerable agricultural resources and a predominantly rural economy, yet many local producers
face constraints relating to infrastructure, finance, technology, processing capacity, and access to
profitable markets. Consequently, participation in wider markets may not automatically translate
into improved household incomes if local producers remain concentrated in low-value activities.
The theory therefore draws attention to the importance of strengthening local productive capacity,
encouraging value addition, developing human capital, improving infrastructure, and reducing
excessive dependence on external resources.

However, Dependency Theory should not be interpreted to mean that Globalization is inherently
harmful. The World Bank (2020) shows that participation in global value chains can create better
jobs, support economic growth, and reduce poverty when developing countries implement
appropriate reforms and build productive capacity. The implication is that the effects of
Globalization depend on the conditions under which integration occurs. For this study,
Dependency Theory therefore serves as a critical framework for examining both the opportunities
created by Globalization and the structural factors that may prevent Taraba State from converting
those opportunities into sustainable poverty alleviation.

Overall, the theory suggests that poverty alleviation in Taraba State requires more than increased
participation in global economic activities. It requires policies that enable local communities and
enterprises to capture greater value from agriculture, trade, technology, investment, and other
Globalization processes. Strengthening domestic institutions and productive capacity can help
transform Globalization from a source of dependency into an instrument of inclusive and
sustainable development.

3.1 METHODOLOGY

This paper adopts a qualitative research design based on secondary sources of data to examine the
impact of globalization on poverty alleviation in Taraba State, Nigeria. The qualitative approach
is appropriate because the study is concerned with understanding the processes, opportunities,
challenges, and pathways through which globalization may influence employment, agriculture,
entrepreneurship, technology, human capital development, market access, income generation, and
poverty reduction. Rather than relying on primary surveys or statistical estimation, the study
interprets existing evidence from credible academic, governmental, and international sources. This
approach also permits the study to situate the experience of Taraba State within the broader
Nigerian and African contexts of globalization and poverty.

3.2 Research Design

The study employs a qualitative descriptive and interpretive research design. The descriptive
component is used to identify and present existing patterns relating to globalization and poverty
alleviation, while the interpretive component is used to examine the meaning and implications of
those patterns for Taraba State. The design enables the researcher to bring together evidence from
different sources and examine areas of convergence, divergence, opportunities, constraints, and
policy implications.
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The choice of a qualitative design is particularly relevant because poverty is multidimensional and
cannot be adequately assessed through income indicators alone. The National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS, 2022), for example, measures poverty through several dimensions of deprivation, including
education, health, living standards, employment, and access to basic services. Consequently,
understanding poverty alleviation in Taraba State requires consideration of the economic,
technological, social, institutional, and infrastructural conditions that shape people's ability to
benefit from globalization.

3.3 Sources of Data

The study relies exclusively on secondary data. Secondary data were obtained from credible and
publicly available sources, including government publications, international development
institutions, United Nations agencies, peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, policy
documents, and official statistical reports. Particular attention was given to sources containing
evidence on Nigeria and Taraba State.

The major sources of data are presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Major Sources of Secondary Data

Source Category Major Sources Relevance to the Study
National statistical National Bureau of Poverty, multidimensional deprivation,
sources Statistics (NBS) employment and socioeconomic
indicators
International World Bank Poverty, labour markets, trade,
development development and household welfare
institutions
United Nations UNCTAD and other Globalization, trade, technology,
agencies relevant UN publications  investment, digital development and
African economic integration
Government policy  Federal and State Development policies, poverty
documents government publications alleviation programmes and institutional
responses
Peer-reviewed Scholarly journal articles ~ Empirical and theoretical evidence on
journals globalization and poverty
Academic books Relevant books on Conceptual and theoretical foundations
globalization,
development and poverty
Research reports Credible institutional and ~ Contemporary evidence on development
development reports challenges and opportunities
Official statistical National and international ~ Supporting quantitative indicators and
databases statistical publications comparative evidence

Particular use is made of the 2022 Nigeria Multidimensional Poverty Index, which provides
subnational evidence on poverty and deprivation, including Taraba State. The study also draws on
World Bank evidence concerning poverty, labour markets, trade, employment, and household
welfare in Nigeria. Evidence from UNCTAD is used to examine globalization, trade, technology,
productive capacity, and Africa's integration into regional and global economic networks.
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Selection of Sources

To improve the relevance and credibility of the evidence, sources were selected according to their
relationship with the objectives and central themes of the study. Greater emphasis was placed on
materials published between 2020 and 2025 because the study seeks to reflect recent developments
in globalization and poverty alleviation. Earlier theoretical works were considered where
necessary to establish the conceptual and theoretical foundations of the study.

The source-selection criteria are summarized in Table 2.

Table 2: Criteria for Selection of Secondary Sources

Criterion Description

Relevance The source must contain information directly related to globalization,
poverty alleviation, development, employment, agriculture, technology, or
related issues.

Geographic Preference was given to evidence concerning Taraba State, Nigeria, Africa,

relevance and comparable developing economies.

Recency Recent publications, particularly those from 2020-2025, were prioritized.

Authority Official government institutions, international organizations, peer-reviewed
journals, and recognized academic publishers were prioritized.

Credibility Sources were assessed according to the reliability of the institution, author,
publication outlet, and evidence presented.

Availability of Preference was given to sources containing identifiable empirical evidence,

evidence statistics, policy information, or well-developed scholarly arguments.

Theoretical Sources contributing to the understanding of globalization, dependency,

relevance development, and poverty were included.

Major Analytical Themes

The collected information was organized according to themes derived from the objectives of the
paper and the literature reviewed. The thematic approach enabled the researcher to examine
globalization not simply as international economic integration but as a multidimensional process
involving trade, technology, employment, investment, knowledge, skills, agriculture, and access

to markets.
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Table 3: Major Themes and Analytical Indicators

Major Theme Key Issues Examined Expected Relevance to
Poverty Alleviation
Globalization and International trade, market integration, Expansion of markets and
trade global value chains income opportunities
Employment Job creation, labour demand, skills and Increased household income
productivity and reduced unemployment
Agriculture Agricultural modernization, Improved farm income and
productivity, processing and markets  rural livelithoods
Entrepreneurship SMEs, business opportunities, Self-employment and income
innovation and enterprise development generation
Technology ICT, digital finance, internet access and Improved productivity,

technology transfer information and market access

Human capital Education, skills, training and Increased employability and
knowledge transfer productive capacity

Market access Domestic, regional and international Improved opportunities for
markets producers and businesses

Investment Foreign investment, domestic Enterprise development and
investment and development finance =~ employment creation

Infrastructure Roads, electricity, Improved participation in
telecommunications,  storage and economic activities
logistics

Institutional Government policies, governance and Creation of an enabling

support development programmes environment for inclusive

growth
Poverty outcomes Income, employment, basic services Assessment of  poverty-

and multidimensional deprivation reduction effects

3.4 Data Analysis

The study uses qualitative content analysis to analyze the secondary data. Qualitative content
analysis involves systematically examining relevant documents and publications to identify
recurring concepts, patterns, relationships, and explanations. The analysis was conducted by
organizing information around the major themes of the study and comparing evidence obtained
from different sources.

The analytical process followed four broad stages. First, relevant documents were identified and
reviewed based on their relevance to the study. Second, information relating to globalization and
poverty alleviation was extracted and grouped according to the major themes. Third, evidence
from different sources was compared to identify areas of agreement, differences, opportunities,
and constraints. Finally, the findings were interpreted in relation to Taraba State's socioeconomic
and institutional context.
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Table 4: Analytical Procedure

Stage Analytical Activity Purpose
1 Identification of relevant Establish an appropriate evidence base
documents
2 Review and extraction of relevant Identify evidence related to the research focus
information
3 Thematic categorization Organize evidence into major analytical themes
4 Comparative analysis Identify similarities, differences, opportunities and
constraints
5 Interpretation Explain how globalization affects poverty
alleviation
6 Policy implication analysis Identify measures capable of strengthening

poverty-reduction outcomes
The analysis does not seek to establish a statistical causal relationship between globalization and
poverty. Instead, it examines the mechanisms through which globalization may influence poverty
outcomes and considers the conditions under which such effects are likely to be positive or limited.
This is particularly important in Taraba State, where infrastructural deficits, limited access to
finance, rural isolation, technological constraints, and institutional challenges may affect the
ability of households and enterprises to benefit from global economic opportunities.

3.4 Theoretical Orientation of the Analysis

The interpretation of the evidence is guided by Dependency Theory. The theory provides a useful
perspective for examining the unequal relationship between developed and developing economies
and the possibility that integration into the global economic system may generate both
opportunities and structural disadvantages. From this perspective, globalization can provide access
to international markets, capital, technology, knowledge, and investment, but developing regions
may remain disadvantaged when they possess weak productive capacity, depend heavily on
primary commodities, or have limited control over the terms of economic integration.

Applied to Taraba State, the theoretical perspective directs attention to the question of whether
participation in global economic networks produces broad-based local benefits or whether
structural constraints prevent these benefits from reaching rural households, farmers, small
businesses, and other vulnerable groups. The theory therefore complements the thematic analysis
by encouraging consideration of both the opportunities and the unequal distribution of
globalization's benefits.

3.5 Validity and Trustworthiness of the Data

Although the study does not employ a primary research instrument, attention was given to the
credibility and trustworthiness of the secondary evidence. This was achieved through source
triangulation, whereby information from different institutions and publications was compared
before being used in the analysis. Official statistics were compared with findings from academic
literature and international development reports where appropriate.

Greater weight was given to authoritative sources such as the NBS, World Bank, UNCTAD,
government institutions, peer-reviewed journals, and recognized academic publications. Where
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different sources presented varying interpretations, the differences were acknowledged rather than
assuming that one source was automatically correct. This approach strengthens the credibility of
the findings and reduces dependence on a single source of evidence.

Table 5: Measures for Ensuring Trustworthiness

Measure Application in the Study

Source triangulation Comparison of evidence from government, academic and
international sources
Authority assessment Preference for recognized statistical and institutional sources

Recency Emphasis on recent evidence, particularly 2020-2025

Consistency checking Comparison of findings across different publications

Contextual Findings interpreted within Taraba State's socioeconomic conditions
interpretation

Transparency Clear identification of the sources and themes used in the analysis

3.6 Ethical Considerations

The study is based entirely on secondary information and therefore does not involve direct
interaction with human participants. Nevertheless, ethical principles relating to academic integrity
were observed. Sources used in the study are appropriately acknowledged through in-text citations
and references. Information obtained from published materials is presented in a manner that avoids
deliberate distortion or misrepresentation. The researcher also distinguishes between evidence
obtained from sources and the interpretation developed from that evidence.

3.7 Scope and Methodological Limitation

The methodology is limited to secondary evidence and therefore does not include primary
interviews, questionnaires, focus groups, or direct field observations in Taraba State.
Consequently, the study cannot establish individual household-level experiences or statistically
estimate the causal effect of globalization on poverty. In addition, differences in the definitions,
measurement periods, and methodologies used by different institutions may limit direct
comparability between some sources. Despite these limitations, the qualitative secondary-data
approach is appropriate for the objectives of the paper because it enables a broad examination of
globalization and poverty alleviation using established evidence from Nigeria, Taraba State,
Africa, and the international development literature. The approach also allows the study to identify
the institutional, infrastructural, technological, and socioeconomic conditions that determine
whether globalization can translate into sustainable poverty reduction in Taraba State.

4.1 DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS

The discussion examines the relationship between globalization and poverty alleviation in Taraba
State through the major channels identified in the study. These include employment generation,
agricultural development, entrepreneurship, technology transfer, human capital development,
market access, and income generation. The analysis also considers the structural conditions that
determine whether the benefits of globalization can reach poor and vulnerable households. Since
the study is based on secondary evidence, the discussion interprets findings from official statistics,
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international development reports, policy documents, and relevant scholarly literature rather than
estimating a statistical causal relationship.

4.1.1 Globalization and Employment Opportunities

Globalization can contribute to poverty alleviation by expanding economic activities and creating
opportunities for productive employment. Increased integration into regional and international
markets can stimulate demand for locally produced goods and services, while foreign investment
and technology transfer can contribute to the development of new enterprises and industries.
International trade can also encourage specialization and create opportunities for workers and
entrepreneurs to participate in wider production and distribution networks. However, the poverty-
reducing effect of employment depends not simply on whether people have jobs but on the quality,
productivity, stability, and remuneration of those jobs.

This distinction is particularly important in Nigeria, where a substantial proportion of economic
activity occurs in informal and low-productivity sectors. The World Bank (2024) emphasizes the
importance of productive and better-paying employment for sustained poverty reduction. Where
workers remain in low-income activities with limited productivity, employment may provide
survival income without producing significant improvements in household welfare. Globalization
therefore needs to generate employment opportunities that provide adequate and sustainable
income rather than merely increasing the number of jobs.

For Taraba State, agriculture, agro-processing, trade, small and medium-sized enterprises,
transportation, tourism, construction, and digital services represent important areas through which
globalization can generate employment. The agricultural sector is particularly significant because
it provides livelihoods for a large proportion of the population. Global market demand for
agricultural products can stimulate production and create employment not only on farms but also
in processing, packaging, transportation, storage, marketing, and distribution.

However, the employment benefits of globalization can remain limited where local industries lack
the capacity to compete effectively. Inadequate electricity, poor transportation networks, limited
access to credit, weak industrial development, and insufficient technical skills can prevent
businesses from expanding. Consequently, globalization alone cannot solve unemployment and
poverty in Taraba State. It must be accompanied by policies that improve the productivity and
competitiveness of local enterprises.

4.1.2 Globalization, Agriculture and Income Generation

Agriculture represents one of the strongest channels through which globalization can influence
poverty alleviation in Taraba State. The State possesses substantial agricultural potential, and many
rural households depend directly or indirectly on farming for their livelihoods. Globalization can
create opportunities for agricultural producers by connecting them with wider markets and
providing access to improved technologies, information, inputs, finance, knowledge, and
production techniques.

Access to broader markets can increase the potential income of farmers when there is sufficient
demand for their products. Farmers may benefit from market information that enables them to
identify profitable crops, understand prices, and establish relationships with buyers beyond their
immediate communities. Technology can also improve productivity through improved seeds,
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irrigation methods, mechanization, weather information, digital extension services, and improved
post-harvest practices.

Nevertheless, the ability of farmers to benefit from global market integration depends on the
existence of functional agricultural value chains. Farmers who sell unprocessed commodities at
the farm gate may receive only a small proportion of the final value of their products. Greater
investment in processing, packaging, storage, transportation, and marketing would allow more
value to be retained within Taraba State.

The World Bank (2022) identifies the close relationship between labour markets, trade, food
security, household welfare, and poverty in Nigeria. This relationship is important for Taraba
because improvements in agricultural productivity can affect both household income and food
security. When farmers earn higher and more stable incomes, households may have greater
capacity to invest in education, healthcare, housing, and other essential needs.

The major challenge is therefore not simply increasing agricultural production but strengthening
the entire agricultural value chain.

Table 1: Globalization and Agricultural Poverty-Alleviation Channels

Globalization Opportunity Potential Benefit Major Constraint in Taraba
State

Wider markets Increased sales and income Weak market linkages

Improved agricultural Higher productivity Limited technological

technology capacity

Agricultural information Better production and Limited digital access

marketing decisions

Agro-processing Local value addition Inadequate processing
facilities

Improved inputs Increased productivity Limited access and
affordability

Agricultural finance Expansion of production Limited access to affordable
credit

International/regional New market opportunities Poor transportation and

demand logistics

Knowledge transfer Improved farming practices Limited  extension  and

technical capacity

Thus, globalization can contribute to agricultural poverty alleviation when it is linked with local
value addition and productive capacity. Without these supporting conditions, increased market
integration may benefit intermediaries and larger commercial actors more than smallholder
farmers.
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4.1.3 Globalization and Entrepreneurship

Globalization has expanded opportunities for entrepreneurship by increasing access to
information, digital platforms, financial technologies, business knowledge, and wider markets.
Entrepreneurs can use digital communication to advertise goods and services, communicate with
customers, monitor market prices, obtain business information, and establish commercial
relationships beyond their immediate communities. For Taraba State, entrepreneurship is
particularly relevant because small businesses and informal economic activities provide important
sources of livelihood. Young people and households can potentially use entrepreneurship as an
alternative source of employment where formal employment opportunities are limited.
Globalization can also expose entrepreneurs to new business models, technologies, management
practices, and consumer markets.

However, entrepreneurship does not automatically result in poverty reduction. Small businesses
require adequate capital, electricity, infrastructure, technical knowledge, reliable markets, and
supportive institutions. Entrepreneurs operating in environments characterized by high operating
costs and inadequate infrastructure may find it difficult to compete with businesses from more
developed locations. Digital entrepreneurship presents additional opportunities. Young people with
appropriate digital skills can potentially engage in online services, digital marketing, graphic
design, e-commerce, information services, and other technology-related activities. However, the
digital divide may exclude rural populations and individuals who lack affordable internet access,
electricity, devices, and digital skills. Therefore, the poverty-reduction potential of globalization-
induced entrepreneurship depends on creating an enabling environment for small businesses.

4.1.4 Globalization and Technology

Technology represents one of the most important mechanisms through which globalization
influences poverty alleviation. Information and communication technologies have reduced
geographical and informational barriers and have made it easier for individuals, businesses,
farmers, students, and institutions to access information and participate in wider economic
networks.

Mobile communication can enable farmers and traders to obtain market information and
communicate with buyers. Digital financial services can improve access to financial transactions
and reduce some geographical barriers to financial services. Online learning can expand access to
educational resources, while e-commerce can provide businesses with opportunities to reach
customers beyond their immediate locations.

However, technological globalization can also deepen inequality when access to technology is
uneven. Individuals with reliable electricity, smartphones, computers, internet connectivity, and
digital skills are better positioned to benefit from digital opportunities than people living in
communities without these facilities. This creates a digital divide that may reinforce existing
socioeconomic inequalities.

For Taraba State, expanding digital inclusion therefore requires more than providing internet
access. It requires reliable electricity, affordable connectivity, digital literacy, appropriate devices,
technical training, and supportive policies. Rural communities should receive particular attention
because geographical isolation can limit their participation in the digital economy.
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The relationship can be summarized as follows:

Global Technology — Digital Access — Skills and Information — Economic Participation —
Income Opportunities — Poverty Alleviation

Where any of these links is weak, the poverty-reduction effect of technology may be reduced.
4.1.4 Globalization and Human Capital Development

Human capital determines the capacity of individuals and communities to take advantage of
globalization. Education, vocational skills, technical knowledge, digital literacy, and
entrepreneurial capabilities increase people's ability to adopt new technologies and participate in
changing labour markets.

The World Bank (2024) emphasizes human-capital development as an important component of
productive employment and inclusive growth in Nigeria. This is particularly relevant to Taraba
State because the ability to attract investment and benefit from technology transfer depends partly
on the availability of people with the skills required by modern economic activities. Investment in
human capital should therefore extend beyond conventional formal education. Vocational and
technical education, agricultural extension, entrepreneurship training, digital skills, business
management, and practical employment-oriented programmes can equip young people and adults
with skills relevant to emerging economic opportunities.

Agricultural workers, for example, require knowledge of modern production techniques, post-
harvest management, processing, packaging, marketing, and digital market information.
Entrepreneurs require financial management, digital marketing, business planning, and technical
skills. Workers in emerging industries require relevant technical and professional competencies.
Consequently, globalization is more likely to reduce poverty where people possess the capabilities
required to participate productively in the global economy.

4.1.5 Globalization, Market Access and Income Opportunities

Market access is another important pathway linking globalization with poverty alleviation.
Globalization can expand the potential market for goods produced in Taraba State beyond local
communities to national, regional, and international consumers. This creates opportunities for
farmers, traders, artisans, processors, and small businesses to increase their customer base.
However, access to markets is affected by transportation, storage, product quality, information,
packaging, standards, finance, and communication. A farmer may have a product with international
demand but remain unable to benefit if the product cannot be transported efficiently or processed
to meet market requirements. For Taraba State, market integration should therefore be
accompanied by investments in roads, storage facilities, processing centres, electricity,
telecommunications, and market information systems. These facilities can reduce transaction costs
and improve the competitiveness of local producers.

4.1.6 Globalization and Human Development

The impact of globalization should not be assessed only through income and employment. Poverty
is multidimensional and involves deprivation in education, health, living standards, employment,
and access to essential services. The NBS (2022) multidimensional poverty evidence demonstrates
the importance of examining poverty beyond monetary income.
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This is particularly relevant to Taraba State, where multidimensional poverty remains high across
the three senatorial districts. Taraba North recorded the highest multidimensional poverty
incidence at 95.5%, followed by Taraba Central at 90.2%, while Taraba South recorded 90.0%
(NBS, 2022).

Table 2: Multidimensional Poverty Incidence in Taraba State

Senatorial District Multidimensional Poverty (%) Position

Taraba North 95.5 1st
Taraba Central 90.2 2nd
Taraba South 90.0 3rd

The figures indicate that poverty alleviation in Taraba requires interventions that extend beyond
income generation. Globalization-related opportunities must contribute to improvements in
education, healthcare, housing, electricity, water, sanitation, employment, and other dimensions of
human welfare.

4.1.7 Structural Constraints and Unequal Benefits

The benefits of globalization are not automatically distributed equally. Structural conditions within
Taraba State can determine who participates in global economic opportunities and who remains
excluded. The NBS (2022) evidence of high multidimensional poverty across Taraba's senatorial
districts demonstrates the depth of deprivation within the State.

Major constraints include inadequate infrastructure, limited access to finance, weak industrial
capacity, low technological adoption, poor market linkages, rural isolation, limited processing
facilities, and institutional weaknesses. These constraints can prevent households and enterprises
from converting globalization into sustainable improvements in welfare.

This observation is consistent with the central argument of Dependency Theory. From a
dependency perspective, integration into global markets does not necessarily guarantee equal
development. Regions with weak productive capacity may participate in global markets primarily
as suppliers of raw materials and consumers of finished products. Such a structure may limit local
value addition and employment opportunities. For Taraba State, the implication is that
globalization should be accompanied by efforts to strengthen local productive capacity. Farmers
should not merely produce raw agricultural commodities for external markets; they should
increasingly participate in processing, packaging, branding, and marketing. Similarly, local
entrepreneurs should be supported to develop competitive businesses capable of participating in
wider value chains.

4.1.8 Globalization and Poverty Alleviation in Taraba State

The overall analysis indicates that globalization has significant potential to contribute to poverty
alleviation in Taraba State, but its impact is conditional rather than automatic. The opportunities
created through trade, investment, technology transfer, entrepreneurship, knowledge exchange,
market access, and development partnerships can support poverty reduction when appropriate
local conditions exist.
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The relationship can be represented as:

Globalization — Trade/Technology/Investment/Knowledge — Productive Capacity —
Employment & Income — Improved Living Standards — Poverty Alleviation

However, this pathway can be disrupted by:

Inadequate Infrastructure + Limited Finance + Low SKkills + Weak Institutions + Rural
Isolation — Unequal Access to Globalization — Limited Poverty Reduction

The high levels of multidimensional poverty recorded across Taraba's senatorial districts reinforce
the importance of addressing these structural barriers (NBS, 2022). Globalization should therefore
be incorporated into a broader development strategy that strengthens local economic capacity
while connecting producers and entrepreneurs to wider economic networks.

4.2 Policy Implications

The analysis has several policy implications for Taraba State. First, infrastructure development
should be treated as a foundation for effective participation in globalization. Roads, electricity,
telecommunications, storage facilities, irrigation infrastructure, and agro-processing facilities are
necessary for connecting rural producers to wider markets.

Second, access to affordable finance should be expanded for farmers, entrepreneurs, cooperatives,
and small businesses. Financial constraints prevent many productive activities from expanding and
limit the ability of local enterprises to take advantage of market opportunities.

Third, human-capital development should be aligned with emerging economic opportunities.
Education, vocational training, agricultural extension, digital literacy, entrepreneurship
development, and technical skills should be strengthened.

Fourth, agricultural development should move beyond primary production toward value addition.
Investment in processing, packaging, storage, transportation, branding, and marketing would allow
more economic value to remain within Taraba State.

Fifth, digital inclusion should be expanded, particularly in rural communities. Affordable internet
access, reliable electricity, digital skills, and access to appropriate devices can enable young
people, farmers, and entrepreneurs to participate more effectively in the digital economy.

Finally, stronger institutional coordination is required. The Taraba State Government should
strengthen collaboration with federal agencies, development partners, private-sector organizations,
financial institutions, civil society organizations, and local communities. Such coordination can
ensure that international development programmes and global economic opportunities are
translated into locally relevant and sustainable poverty-reduction outcomes.
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Table 3: Major Findings and Policy Responses

Major Finding Implication for Taraba Recommended Response
State

Globalization creates Employment can support Promote productive

employment opportunities household income employment and SMEs

Agriculture is a major
poverty-reduction channel

Farmers need access to wider
markets

Strengthen agricultural value
chains

Technology creates new Digital exclusion can deepen Expand digital infrastructure

economic opportunities inequality and literacy

Entrepreneurship can Small businesses face finance Improve credit and business

generate income and infrastructure constraints  support

Human  capital  affects Skills gaps limit economic Expand vocational and digital

participation opportunities skills training

Poverty is multidimensional Income alone cannot address Integrate education, health
deprivation and basic services

Infrastructure limits Rural producers face high Invest in roads, electricity,

globalization benefits transaction costs storage and ICT

Global benefits may be Weak local capacity can Strengthen local productive

unequally distributed reinforce dependency capacity and value addition

Overall, the evidence suggests that globalization should not be regarded as a substitute for
domestic development policy. Rather, it should be treated as an opportunity that can complement
local development efforts. For Taraba State, the central policy challenge is therefore to build the
infrastructure, skills, institutions, productive capacity, and financial systems necessary for local
communities to participate meaningfully in global economic processes. This approach is consistent
with the World Bank's (2024) emphasis on productive employment, human capital, infrastructure,
social protection, and private-sector development as important foundations for sustained poverty
reduction in Nigeria.

5.1 CONCLUSION

Globalization has created opportunities for poverty alleviation in Taraba State through improved
access to technology, information, markets, investment, skills, entrepreneurship, and development
programmes. However, these benefits remain uneven, as the State continues to experience high
levels of multidimensional poverty and socioeconomic deprivation (NBS, 2022). The study
concludes that globalization can contribute to poverty reduction, but its effectiveness depends on
adequate infrastructure, access to finance and technology, strong market linkages, human capital
development, and effective institutions. Therefore, globalization should be supported by policies
that strengthen local productive capacity and ensure that its benefits reach rural and vulnerable
communities.

5.2 POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

The Taraba State Government should prioritize infrastructure development by improving
electricity supply, rural roads, telecommunications, irrigation facilities, and internet connectivity.
Improved infrastructure will reduce the difficulties faced by rural communities and local
businesses and enable them to participate more effectively in wider markets. Reliable
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infrastructure will also support agricultural production, trade, entrepreneurship, and other
economic activities that can contribute to poverty reduction. Agricultural development should also
receive greater attention because agriculture remains an important source of livelihood in Taraba
State. Government should improve farmers’ access to modern agricultural inputs, appropriate
technologies, extension services, storage facilities, finance, and markets. Strengthening these areas
will increase agricultural productivity, reduce post-harvest losses, improve farmers’ incomes, and
enable local producers to benefit from national and international market opportunities.

There is also a need to improve access to affordable finance for farmers, small businesses,
entrepreneurs, and young people. Government should encourage cooperative financing
arrangements and strengthen partnerships with financial institutions to provide suitable credit
schemes. Improved access to finance would enable small-scale producers and entrepreneurs to
expand their businesses, acquire productive assets, create employment, and increase household
incomes. Digital inclusion and human capital development should be strengthened through greater
access to affordable internet services, vocational education, digital skills, entrepreneurship
training, and employment-oriented programmes. These interventions would improve the ability of
young people and other vulnerable groups to participate in emerging economic opportunities
created by globalization and technological development.

Finally, government should strengthen local industries and market linkages by promoting agro-
processing, supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, and improving connections between
local producers and wider markets. Encouraging local value addition will enable Taraba State to
move beyond the production and sale of unprocessed commodities, create additional employment
opportunities, and ensure that a greater proportion of the benefits of globalization remains within
the State.
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